Dear                                  :

Congratulations on your selection as a student at the Navy Drug and Alcohol Counselor School (NDACS).  Your decision to enter NDACS will prove to be challenging from the moment you enter school, through your year of internship and your assignment in this important field.

You have been assigned to NDACS Class                 commencing                           with graduation date of                         . This "Welcome Aboard" letter is provided to assist you with your personal planning.  The ten weeks will be intense and will require your full attention and presence.  For this reason, please ensure all personal and military business is resolved prior to your first day at NDACS.

NDACS is located on the Naval Submarine Base, in Point Loma. If you are flying in, you should be aware that transportation is not provided. Shuttles and taxis are available and cost from $8-$14 respectively.  Due to the current THREATCON, shuttles and taxis are not allowed on base.  The city bus runs from the main gate past bldg 500 every 15 minutes.  If you are driving, Subase is located on Rosecrans St. about 3 miles northwest from the airport, and NDACS is in building 500.  The Admin Office is on the first floor, Room 101.  If you check in on the weekend, proceed to Bldg 601 and check in at the front desk.  You should check in at NDACS on the next working day.  A map of the base has been enclosed for your use.

As soon as your travel plans are finalized, you’ll need to make sure the reservations that have been made for you at the Combined Bachelor Housing work with your plans.  Your reservation number as of yet has not been confirmed.  Please contact the CBH at commercial (619) 553-9381 or DSN 553-9381 to confirm your check in time.  Failure to confirm your arrival time or arriving on a different date will result in the loss of your reservation.    

NDACS Administrative Assistant, Chris Johnson, can be reached at (619) 553-8499,  DSN 553-8499 or email cgjohnson@nmcsd.med.navy.mil.  Contact Mr. Johnson upon receipt of this letter to discuss your check in time and any last minute details.    

Family housing is not available during your ten- week stay.  Personnel must have been assigned duty in San Diego for at least six months to qualify for family housing.

COMRATS is authorized for all students.  A Mess Pass will be issued upon request.  Per diem is available to students whose last permanent duty station was outside San Diego and whose next duty station is also outside San Diego.  The per diem rate is  $10.10/day plus lodging.  Based on previous experience, it is highly recommended that you bring extra money to cover the period between paying lodging expenses and reimbursement.  Make sure to get a lodging receipt when you check-in at the CBH.  PSD needs the receipt to be included when requesting per diem.
During your three-week practicum, you might be assigned to a site that requires you to wear civilian clothes.  Business casual is appropriate attire--slacks, dress shirt and tie for males, pantsuit, skirt or dress for females. 

Physical training is a regularly scheduled part of the NDACS curriculum.  You will need to bring appropriate PT gear.

Your mailing address will be:

      Your Name


      Navy Drug and Alcohol Counselor School (Class                      )

      Naval Submarine Base, San Diego, Bldg 500

      140 Sylvester Rd

      San Diego, CA 92106-3521

      Phone number is:  Com    (619) 553-8499

                                                 DSN 553-8499  

                                      FAX    (619) 553-8583

                                                 DSN 553-8583

For planning purposes, you will be expected to report by 0630 on the first day when a Continental Breakfast will be served.  On all other days, classes will begin at 0700 and end at 1600.  You will also be required to attend Twelve Step meetings in the evenings. You can expect to be measured on the second day for compliance with body fat standards contained in OPNAVINST 6110.l (series).    
Please ensure you meet Class I dental readiness standards prior to coming to school.  Students must meet this requirement prior to graduation.  This may result in missing classes, which will have to be made up after regular school hours.

I look forward to meeting you personally and, again, I congratulate you on your selection to the school.








J. L. SYNOLD








NDACS DEPT. HEAD

