USMC ADDENDUM

Dear: 
                                , 

I'd like to congratulate you on making it through the selection process to become a student at the Navy Drug and Alcohol Counselor School (NDACS). 

First make sure that your orders assign you to the school as

either "TEMINS" or "TEMDUINS".  If your TEMINS or TEMDUINS orders do not designate your eventual permanent duty station, you are authorized full travel time and allowances both to NDACS and then to return to your original duty station before moving to your permanent duty station.  If you are sent here "TAD", you rate only one day of travel to and from NDACS.  In addition to making sure that your orders are squared away, if you do not have a government credit card, you should draw 30 days advance per diem.  Your lodging will cost $15.00 per day and you will rate $9.50 dollars per day for food.

If you are coming from overseas, and you are currently receiving COLA, you need to be aware that your payments will be stopped, even if your dependents remain overseas.  If your dependents remain overseas, a COLA credit will be run after you have been here for 30 days to pay you the COLA that you rate.  The payment you receive will be less than what you are currently entitled to because, while you will still rate COLA for your dependents, you will be stateside and not rate any for yourself.  Some units try to get around this and "help" Marines who are coming here by sending them TAD; MCRD almost always catches this and corrects the unit diary entries.  This and other pay matters are covered in the pay handout included in this package.  All prospective USMC students should read the pay hand out.

While a student at NDACS, you will be administratively attached to Headquarters Battalion, MCRD, San Diego. Since you need to check in to Headquarters Battalion before your school begins you need to arrive at MCRD at least one full working day prior to your class start date.  Class starts on 08 Oct at 0700.
As soon as your travel plans are finalized, you need to make sure that the reservations that have been made for you at the BEQ work with your plans.  Your reservation number is in the school's welcome aboard letter and you can contact the BEQ at commercial (619) 553-0594 or DSN 553-0594.  

As soon as you arrive in the San Diego area, you need to report to the Military Personnel Office in Bldg. 622 at MCRD.  This is to ensure that your entitlements will start properly. Once you have reported in, please call me; If you arrive after working hours or on a weekend, report to the Depot Officer of the Day, who is also located in Bldg. 31. After you have reported in to the OOD, check into the BEQ (Bldg 601) office aboard Naval Submarine Base, Point Loma.  Call me from there and let me know what room you are in and the extension. This should be the same room indicated in your welcome aboard package.  On the next working day we will arrange to check you in to MCRD.  The day you check in and one day near the end of the course should be the only times that you will actually have to go to MCRD because I handle the entire necessary administrative liaison.

The message assigning you to NDACS designated the uniform requirements for the school but, in addition to those required, you should also bring several sets of civilian clothing. Female Marines may also want to bring slacks to wear with their Charlies; they are authorized, and many seem to find them more comfortable.

The Drug and Alcohol counseling field is extremely demanding and requires a very strong commitment from anyone involved in it.  The School reflects that.  You can expect an average day to last between nine and twelve hours.  While on practicum, longer days can be expected; this is in addition to daily homework assignments.  This is not a "skate" school.

This school is vastly different from any school you have attended in your career.  In addition to written tests and assignments, the nature of the field requires that much of your evaluation be subjective.  In fact, it is possible to complete all of the assignments and pass every test and still not graduate.  

I am not trying to scare you or discourage you in any way, but I want to make sure that you are properly prepared and arrive here with the right frame of mind.  I also want to stress that the School has the most knowledgeable, dedicated, and experienced staff I have ever seen in any unit, whose only goal is to put qualified counselors into the field.  Any one of them will be willing to give you any assistance you may need.  Don't hesitate to ask; they genuinely care.

Once you know your arrival date and time please call. I look forward to seeing you when you arrive.  If anything happens prior to then, or if you have any questions, don't hesitate to call me at commercial  (619) 553-8311 or 553-8499.  I am out of the office a lot, but there is an answering machine on that line.  If you can't reach me, please leave a message.  If you leave a message about your travel plans, please include your time of arrival as well as the date.  

In an emergency, if you can't reach me at the office, please call the SARP quarterdeck at (619) 553-0084 or 553-8504/8494. Fax (619) 553-8583

                                



RICHARD M. SMALL
                                



    FCC (SW/AW)

                                


         NDACS Division Officer

